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Sir: 

Applicants hereby respond to the Official Communication of October 02, 2003 
restricting the Applicants' claimed invention, and for which a response was due November 02, 
2003, now extended three (3) months to February 02, 2004. In the Official Communication, the 
Patent Office contended that the following three (3) inventions were being claimed: 

Group I: Claims 1-8, drawn to a method of processing collagen based tissue; 

Group II: Claims 9-12, drawn to an implant cleaning, perfusion and passivation process; and 

Group HI Claims 13-34, drawn to methods of decellularizing and inactivating viruses in 
tissue. 
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In response, the Applicants elect to prosecute the claims of Group I with traverse. 
Specifically, the Applicants traverse and argue that Group 3 should be combined as a subspecies 
of the claims of Group I, since the decellularizing step is the same in both methods. Consistent 
with that position, the Applicants have amended claims 13-20 (inactivating viruses) and claims 
21-34 (defining the decellularizing agent) to ultimately depend from claim 1. For these reasons, 
claims 1-8 and 13-34 (as amended) are directed to a single invention. 

In the event that any additional fees are required at this time, the Applicants 
hereby authorize the Assistant Commissioner to charge any fees to Deposit Account No. 13-0017 
in the name of Mc Andrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 



